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NATION CAHNOT ACCEPT FLAT REFUSALS BY THE ARMED 
FORCES TO ACCOUNT FOR THOUSANDS UHO DISAPPEARED IN 
REPRESS IV: ACT I MS; 'THIS l ACER AT INC SITUATION 
HAKES NECESSARY AN OFF 1C I Ai EXPLANATION TO THE 
FAMILIES AND TO THE COUNTRY iAND MAKES! INDISPEN- 
SABLE THE REGULARIZATION Of THE STATUS OF PRISONERS 
HELD WITHOUT TRIAL OK CONVICT I OK. * 



CINCSO FOR INTAFF, CIUCL ANT FOR POLAD 


R 


EO 12065: GOS I2/1S/E7 (KEANE, J.F.I OR-P 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, AR 

SUBJECT: IU) POLITICAL PARTIES CALL FOR DEMOCRACY AND EXPLANATION 
OF FATE OF DISAPPEARED 

REF: BUENOS AIRES SS42 

1. (U) SUMMARY. DM DECEMBER 16, THE LOOSE GROUPING 
OF FIVE PASTIES MAkIIIG UP THE MULTIPARTY MOVEMENT 
RELEASED A STATEMENT CRITICIZING THE GOVERNMENT FOR 
THE RUINOUS STATE THEY SAY THE NATION NOW FINDS ITSELF 
IN. INVOKING THE CHURCH S CALL FOR NATIONAL RECON- 
CILIATION, THE POLITICIANS PROPOSED A SERIES OF 
RE ME D I E A BASED ON AN EARLY RETURN TO DEMOCRATIC RULE 
AND EXPANSIONARY ECONOMIC POLICY. PERHAPS THE MOST 
CONTROVERSIAL ASPECT OF THE STATEMENT IS A CALL FOR 
CLARIFICATION OF THE fATE OF THE DISAPPEARED. END SUMMARY. 


u. ™ 0JECT “200000044) 
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2. (U) TO NO ONE'S SURPRISE, THE "MUL T I PART I OAR I A" 
DOCUMENT, NEGOTIATED OUT OVER THE PAST THREE 
MONTHS AND ENTITLED "BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE," BLAMES 
THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT FOR MOST OF THE NATION'S 
ILLS. ITS EMPHASIS IS ON THE LACK OF PERSONAL AND 
POLITICAL RIGHTS AND THE STATE OF THE ECONOMY. THE 
CONCEPT OF NATIONAL RECONCILIATION, FIRST LAUNCHED 
BY THE ARGENTINE BISHOPS LAST MAY 'EUEHOS AIRES 5077) 
THREADS ITS WAY THROUGHOUT THE STATEMENT, ASSURING 
ALL AUDIENCES AT EVERY TURN THAT THE PARTIES ARE NOT 
ANTI-MILITARY. THEY S«Y THEY WANT TO COOPERATE 

WITH THE ARMED FORCES IN DEVELOPING A PROGRAM TO 
TURN THE SOUNTRY AROUND; THE MILITARY HAVE A ROLE, 

BUT IT IS NOT TO RULE. 

3. <Ut THE POLITICIANS ACCUSE THE MILITARY GOVERN- 
MENT Of IMPOVERISHING THE COUNTRY TO BENEFIT 
"SPECULATORS AND FOREIGN INTERESTS." THE EFFECTS 

OF THE GOVERNMENT'S ECONOMIC POLICIES, THEY ALLEGE. 
ARE A DRAMATIC DECLINE IN STANDARDS OF LIVING 
AND c CLIMATE IN WHICH SUBVERSION CAN AGpIN ATTRACT 
ADHERENTS. 


4. (Ui HIGHLIGHT: cr THE MULTIPART war I a POSITION FOLLOW: 
A. POLITICAL ARE Ni,. THE PARTIES DEMAND AH IMMEDIATE 
RESTORATION 0>‘ INDIVIDUAL FREEDOMS AnD EARLY RETURN 
TC CONSTITUTIONAL RULE. USING LEGaL INSTRUMENTS 
ALREADY ON THE BOOKS. THE Y REJECT 7-f GOVERNMENT' 3 
PLAN TO ISSUE a NEW POLITICAL PARTY , STATUTE Si; 

MONTHS HENCE, r HE r ALSO REJECT THE POSSIBILITY 
That THE NE *7 CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT Mi&HT AFFORD SOME 
SPECIAL FORM OF LEGAL PROTECTION FOR THE M'L’TLRv 
FROM "RF'.'ENGE' FOR PAST WnONGCOI r.G iHjn;;u RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS OR CC« s 'S f T< GNt . UH.LE -PPl A'jS i ?:C 
THE MILITARY'S SUCCESS iN EXTIRPATING ".iCLENT 
AND OEHUMhm ! SED 'SL6 .£RS I 0)1 ThE DOCUMENT StiYL THE 
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B. ECONOMIC POLICY: THE POLITICIANS RECOMMEND A 
PROTECTIONIST AND EXPANSIONARY ECONOMIC POLICY, 
HiCLUDHlG GENERAL WAGE INCREASES AND EXPORT PROMO- 
TION. THEY REJECT RELIANCE ON MONETARY RESTRAINT 
AS THE PRINCIPAL TOOL FOR CONTROLLING INFLATION. 

C. FOREIGN INVESTMENT: FOREIGN INVESTMENT IS 
WELCOME AS LONG AS IT OOES NOT INFRINGE ON 
"NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY' AND "NATIONAL CONTROL' 

OVER THE LEVERS OF ECONOMIC POWER. 

D. FOREIGN AFFAIRS: IT IS URGED THAT ARGENTINA 
REMAIN IN THE UOIIAl IGIIlD MOVEMENT, ADVOCATING 
THE NAM'S ORIGINAL GOALS, AND TAKE A MORE ACTIVE 
ROLE IN OTHER INTERNATIONAL FORA, PARTICULARLY 
THOSE WITH AN ECONOMIC FOCUS. THE PARTIES WOULD 
DISCOURAGE ARGENTINE MILITARY PARTICIPATION IN 
ANY INTERNATIONAL PEACEKEEPING EFFORTS. THEY 
SUPPORT THE PAPAL MEDIATION ON THE BEAGLE 
DISPUTE AND INDEPENDENT NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT FOR 
PEACEFUL PURPOSES. THEY DISAGREE WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT'S JOINT DEVELOPMENT OF HYDROELECTRIC 
PROJECTS WITH ITS NEIGHBORS IK THE RIVER PLATE 
BASIN (PARAGUAY, BRAZIL AND URUGUAY), PREFERRING 
THAT ARGENTINA CONCENTRATE ON SOLELY DOMESTIC 
HYDRO PROJECTS. 


S. AP COMMENT. THE POLITICAL PARTIES HAVE BEEN 
TRYING SINCE LATE 1930 TO BECOME THE BEIlEF ICIARIES 
OF THE GOVERNMENT'S DECLINE IN PUBLIC ESTEEM. 

THE DOCUMENT JUST RELEASED, AS WELL AS THE MULT I - 
PART I DAS I A ITSELF, ARE AN ATTEMPT TO DEMONSTRATE 
THAT THE POLITICIANS HAVE A PROGRAM AND HAVE 
MATURED -- THFf ARE NOT THE SCUABE1 ING AND 
IRRESPONSIBLE PEOPLE THAT BROUGHT RUIN TO THE 
COUNTRY IN 1973-76. IT IS HARD TO GAUGE HOW MUCH 
POPULAR SUPPORT THEY HAVE , BUT WE THINK IT IS 
GROWING, If ONLY BY DEFAULT AS PUBLIC CONFIDENCE 
IN MILITARY GOVERNMENT PLUMMETS. WHILE LACED WITH 
DEMQCODY, THE PROPOSAL IS LIKELY TO BE 
IMPORTANT; IT READS WELL, HAS SOME CATCHY PHRASES, 

AND IS GENERAL ENOUGH SO THAT ALMOST AIL THOSE WHO 

DISLIKE THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT CAN USE IT AS A RALLYING POINT. 

G.flB WITH RESPECT TC THE GUESTAIICE. DEIOLINDO 
BITTE., VICE PRESIDENT AND NOMINAL LEADER OF THE 
PE RON l S T PuRTt. ACKNOWLEDGED TO EMEOFFS ON 
DECEMBER It THAT THE REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION 
OF THE RATF OF THE DISAPPEARED IS LIKELY TO RAISE 
MliITJO; £ TE BROWS AND POSSIBLY AN' I E T I EG. 

NONETHELESS, T*£ ISSUE C-NNOT BE IGNORED, HE SAID, 

AND Ti[ FORM THAT THE f *PL -U AT I ON TAKES (AS FAR AS 
THE POLITICAL PARTIES ARE CONCERNED. IS A MATTER 
r CP DEgOTI bTION. WITH RESPECT TO T-E NAME, EMBQFFj 
POINTED OUT T3 UITTEL JRaT iT HgS STRAYED FROM 
GENUINE -JOJi-L iG-NM-nr HE SAlO T HE MUi T (PAR T| 0 JP It 
AGREES. AND TAT WAS ;h? P£ THE DOCUMENT 

aovcsate: r i r.iR N to original objective: of 
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